New species of fossil shells from Table Cape by May, William Lewis
NEW SPECIES OF FOSSIL SHELLS FROM TABLE
CAPE.
By W. L. May.
Plate IV.
(Read 13th June, 1921.)
The following nine species here described were mostly
collected by the late E. D. Atkinson, so widely known for his
interest in the Table Cape fossils, and who probably did more
collecting in these beds than any other worker. Shortly be-
fore his lamented death he placed most of these specimens in
my hands for description, he being particularly desirous that
the two large Turridm should be described and named. I
have therefore felt it a duty devolving upon me to carry out
my friend's wishes, to the best of my ability.
The five species of Marginella here described, together
with the four already recorded, make up the goodly number
of nine species of these interesting forms, and show that the
genus was well represented in Tertiary times in our seas, as
well as being so abundant in recent times. All the figures
are drawn from the types, which will be presented to the
Tasmanian Museum.
Marginella atkinsoni, Sp. nov.
Shell broadly fusiform, smooth, white and shining.
Whorls four, much rounded; spire exsert, about one-third the
length of the shell ; broadly shouldered but tapering narrowly
anteriorly. Aperture rather narrow; columella slightly con-
cave, bearing four strong plaits, the anterior one being al-
most vertical, the second less so, the upper two very trans-
verse, the highest of all being at right angles to the pillar.
Outer lip curved, very heavily thickened, crenulated on the
inner edge by about a dozen rather irregular denticles.
Long. 5, lat. 3 mill.
This species, which is common at Table Cape, is very
similar to M. wentivorthi, Ten.-Woods, but is a much broader
shell, with rounder whorls, and a more curved, and far more
heavily varixed outer lip.
Named after the late E. D. Atkinson.
PI. IV., fig. 1.
Marginella corpulenta, Sp. nov.
Shell very broadly pyi'iform, with an elevated pyramidal
spire and mammillated apex. Whorl? four, well rounded;
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very broadly shouldered. Aperture large; columella very
convex above, excavate below, where it bears four rather
thin plications, of which the anterior is almost vertical, the
others being more transverse. Outer lip very rounded in
outline much thickened, slightly corrugated within.
Long. 5, lat. 3.3 mill.
Table Cape, 2 examples.
Related to the last, but is a much broader shell, of differ-
ent appearance, and lacks the strong toothing on the lip.
PL IV., fig. 2.
MargineUa subquinquidens, Sp. nov.
Shell smooth, shining, broadly fusiform, with a prom-
inent blunt topped spire. Whorls four, rounded; not shoul-
dered above the aperture. Aperture rather narrow, widen-
ing towards the front. Columella nearly straight, bearing
five plaits, which are massive and broad, and practically all
on the same slant. The fourth plait varies in different in-
dividuals, from being nearly as strong as the others, to less
and less prominence, until in some specimens it is absent;
hence the name. Outer lip rather rounded, strongly thicken-
ed, smooth within.
Long. 5, lat. 3 mill.
Common at Table Cape.
PI. IV., fig. 3.
MargineUa rotunda, Sp. nov.
Shell very small, roundly pyriform, spire scarcely exsert-
ed. Aperture about as high as the shell, curved, narrow
above, but widening towards the front, which is somewhat
produced. Columella very roundly convex, with three mod-
erate-sized teeth, and two or three minute denticles above.
Outer lip moderately thickened, unarmed.
Long. 2.5, lat. 2 mill.
Table Cape, 3 specimens.
This may resemble in form M. octoplicata, Ten.-Woods,
of which he gives no measurements, but it is separated from
that species by its smooth outer lip.
PL IV., fig. 4.
MargineUa altispira, Sp. nov.
Shell broadly fusiform, with a tall, blunt-topped spire.
Whorls four, moderately rounded; the spire and aperture are
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of about equal length. Aperture small; columella concave,
bearing four strong teeth, which extend about two-thirds up
the pillar, and extend well out on to the base of the shell;
outer lip very massively thickened, much rounded, with a
strong tubercle within, placed near the upper third.
Long. 5, lat. 3 mill.
Table Cape, several specimens.
Remarkable in the genus for its tall spire and small
short aperture. It makes some approach to the recent M.
allporti, Ten.-Woods.
PI. IV., fig. 5.
Haurakia crassicosta, Sp. nov.
Shell minute, broadly turbinate. Whorls five, the two
apical smooth and polished; suture well impressed. The first
adult whorl has about 9 to 10 closely set axial ribs in a half
turn; the second has 6 to 7 much stronger ribs; and the body
whorl about 5 strong rounded ribs, separated by deep fur-
rows of equal width; these ribs cease near the centre of the
whorl, the base being quite smooth. Aperture roundly-oval;
columella very convex.
Long. 2, lat. 1.5 mill.
Table Cape, 2 specimens.
This resembles H. tateana, Ten.-Woods, in size and
general appearance, but has much fewer and stronger ribs.
PL IV., fig. 6.
Turris conspicua, Sp. nov.
Shell very large, fusiform, spire and aperture about
equal. Whorls about eight, rounded; suture impressed.
Aperture narrow. The sculpture indicates a fairly deep
sinus immediately below the suture. The upper whirls are
faintly coronate at the angle, and ridged by lines of growth;
and are concentrically finely Urate all over.
Long. 83, lat. 24 m.ill., or 3| x 1 inches.
Table Cape, two examples.
This is a very fine conspicuous form, and must be ex-
tremely rare, as these were the only specimens taken by Mr.
Atkinson during many years* collecting.
It would seem to approach the Turrid genus Genota.
PL IV., fig. 7.
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Turris altispira, Sp. nov.
Shell narrowly fusiform, with a very high attenuate
spire, which is nearly twice the length of the aperture.
Whorls about 13, rounded, suture impressed, with a broad
groove, or hollow immediately below it. The ornament con-
sists of well developed axi-al ribs, about six on a half-turn;
these are crossed on the lower half of the whorl by four
spirals, which nodulate the ribs ; the upper slope being nearly
smooth, but showing the growth-lines of the sinus which occu-
pied this position; the spiral lirae continue on the base. Aper-
ture narrow, contracted anteriorly into a canal; outer lip im-
perfect.
Long. ^8, lat. 9 mill.
Table Cape, two examples only.
Probably related generically to the last. Remarkable
for its tall attenuate spire and small aperture.
PI. IV., fig. 8.
Nuciilana rhoynhoidea, Sp. nov.
Shell minute, smooth, white and shining, rhomboidal,
rounded in front, narrowly produced behind into a short
beak. Hinge line arcuate, bearing arrow-shaped teeth,
strong on the anterior slope, but less so posteriorly.
Breadth 2, height 1.3 mill.
Table Cape, fairly common.
A very solid little shell, easily distinguished from asso-
ciated species by its minute size, shape, and smooth polished
PL IV.,
